
ARKANSAS TASK FORCE 1 
URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE 

 
The Arkansas Task Force 1 Urban Search and Rescue (USAR), team is qualified and equipped to 
respond to search and rescue incidents where victims are trapped or entombed in collapsed 
reinforced concrete and steel structures. 
 
 

  
 
This USAR Task Force responds as a 100 member team that is highly specialized.  This task 
force responds with extremely trained personnel and equipment.  Arkansas Task Force 1 {AR-
TF1} is made up of 2 regional teams in the state of Arkansas. Central AR-TF1 is based out of 
Pulaski County Emergency Management in Little Rock, AR and Northwest AR-TF1 and is based 
out of Washington County Emergency Management in Fayetteville, AR.  These task forces 
operate as a state disaster resource under the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management 
Agency (ADEM). 

When the task force is deployed to a disaster by ADEM, we respond with a strict structured set 
of organizational guidelines. The task force responds with members prepared to work around the 
clock in 12 hour operational periods for up to 72 hours.  Those members are divided into five 
areas, Administrative {Task Force Leader, Safety, or Planning}, Search Team {Canine and 



Technical Search}, Rescue Team {Rescue Specialists}, Medical Team {Paramedics}, or 
Technical Team {Structural Engineers, Heavy Riggers, Hazardous Materials Specialists, 
Technical Information, and Communications}. When the task force is deployed it is completely 
self-sufficient.  Our goal is to place no additional strain on the affected community. Over 2500 
pieces of low and high tech equipment are part of these disaster response packages. 

Some of Arkansas Task Force 1’s specialized equipment includes: 

Concrete breakers 
Concrete cutting saws 
Core drills 
Controlled impact rescue tool 
Air shores for stabilizing buildings 
Petrogen cutting torches 
Search cameras 
Acoustic and seismic listening devices 
Heavy rigging equipment 
High pressure air lifting bags 
Fully equipped trench rescue trailer 
Water rescue boats and support systems 
Support and logistics equipment 

Central Arkansas Task Force 1 had their first deployment on the morning of May 16th, 2011. 
They were deployed to the Morrilton, AR on a building collapse with a fatality. 

Northwest Arkansas Task Force 1 has been deployed to the Albert Pike Floods, Joplin, MO 
Tornado, and Denning, AR Tornado. 

Arkansas Task Force 1 may be requested through any county emergency manager.  The request 
must be routed through Arkansas Department of Emergency Management (ADEM). 
 
For more information about Central Arkansas Task Force 1, contact: 
Andy Traffanstedt 
Pulaski County Emergency Management 
3200 Brown Street 
Little Rock, AR 72204 
501-340-6911 
atraffanstedt@co.pulaski.ar.us 
 
OR 
John Luther 
Washington County Emergency Management 
105 Mill Street 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 
479-444-1722 
jluther@co.washington.ar.us  


