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Earthquake meeting at ASU focuses on
topics of preparedness and mitigation

The Arkansas’ Governor’s Earth-

quake Advisory Council
(AGEAC) and Pre-Disaster Miti-
gation Advisory Council
(PDMAC), held joint meetings at
the Arkansas State University
Convocation Center in Jonesboro,
on January 24. The Arkansas De-
partment of Emergency Manage-
ment (ADEM) played a key role is
making this meeting a reality by
coordinating every aspect of the
session.

ADEM Director David Maxwell
discussed the outcome, reactions
and lessons learned from National
Level Exercise 2011 (NLE-11) in
his opening remarks as well as a
legislative update and a preview to
Capstone ’14.

“We learned a lot about our capa-
bilities and weaknesses in NLE
‘11,” said Maxwell. “We now
know what needs to be modified
among the big players before Cap-
stone ’14.”

The AGEAC meeting included
updates from the Arkansas Geo-
logical Survey, the Central U.S.

Earthquake Consortium, American
Red Cross and State Farm Insur-
ance. ADEM Earthquake Program
Coordinator Donald Minster gave
the Earthquake Program update.
“Our focus is on low-cost, high-
value mitigation projects,” said
Minster, who added, “We want to
educate the public on the potential
risks and train them on how to re-
act in the event of an earthquake.”
The PDMAC meeting opened
with the State Hazard Mitigation
Plan Update by engineering and
project management firm AMEC.
The meeting also included up-
dates from State Hazard Mitiga-
tion Officer, Josh Rogers and Fed-
eral Mitigation Grants Coordinator
Veronica Villalobos-Pogue.
The day concluded with a video

presentation from the Center for
Earthquake Research and Informa-
tion. It was entitled “New Madrid:
The Earthquakes of 1811 — 1812”
and focused on the last major
earthquakes to hit the region 200
years ago.
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Christmas snow brings federal disaster declaration

Eight counties in the
state were declared a fed-
eral disaster area as a result
of the severe winter storm
that occurred on December
25-26. Gov. Mike Beebe
made the announcement to
Arkansans.

The counties included in
the declaration are as fol-
lows: Clark, Garland,
Grant, Hot Spring, Lonoke,
Perry, Pulaski, and Saline.

The declaration is for
Public Assistance which
includes assistance for
emergency work and the
repair or replacement of
disaster-damaged facilities
in those counties that re-
ceived the declaration. Also
included in the declaration
is the Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program (assistance
for actions taken to prevent
or reduce long term risk to
life and property from
natural hazards. ) All coun-
ties in the state are eligible
to apply for assistance un-
5 der the Hazard Mitigation
. Grant Program.

As evidenced by this painting-like view of the Arkansas Depart- The declaration does not
ment of Emergency Management campus, the Christmas Day include help for individuals
2012 snowstorm was certainly beautiful, but did create a num- which would fall under an

ber of problems in its aftermath, including a federal disaster
declaration for eight Arkansas counties. See related article at
right.

Individual Assistance Dec-
laration.
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2013 Mid-Year Conlerence 1s a success

The 2013 Mid-Year Conference  dual presentation on Citizen Corps NIMSCAST/PREPCAST while
was held March 11-13 at the and social media. Next, Bo Robert- Kathy Wright followed on the
DoubleTree Hotel in Little Rock.  son presented an update on the Homeland Security Program. Di-
The first day of the conference is agency’s exercise program. Ken rector Maxwell gave a legislative
typically devoted to training, and ~ Gibson and Penny Rubow spoke on update, followed by Randy Pruitt,
this year was no exception with G- Communications Unit Leader and  president of the Arkansas Emer-
557 Rapid Needs Assessment, the =~ Communications Technician, capa- gency Management Association

training that was offered. bilities, while Scott Bass closed the (AEMA) and Grant County Emer-
Arkansas Department of Emer- first day’s program with an update  gency Management Coordinator.
gency Management (ADEM) Di-  on Disaster Management. Sheila Annable, Preparedness Di-
rector Dave Maxwell welcomed the ADEM’s Division Directors vision Director, formally adjourned
attendees and also presented the kicked off Day Two with a Panel  the conference.
state update. Discussion followed by Arthur Immediately after the conference
He was followed by Tommy Jack- Woods who spoke on the Federal = ended, the State and Local Citizen
son and Brandon Morris, ADEM’s  Surplus Programs’ donation pro- Corps Council convened for a
Public Affairs Team. Morris gave a gram. Mark Hooker updated on meeting.

A virtual full house is on hand for the 2013 Mid-Year Conference held March 11-13 at the DoubleTree
Hotel in Little Rock.
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Recent events involving ADEM and 1ts people

£ 4

Bo Robertson (left photo) ADEM Exercise Section Chief, speaks at the Training and Exer-
cise Planning Workshop held recently at the agency. At the right, Josh Rogers, State Haz-
ard Mitigation Officer, updates the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Advisory Council meeting at Ar-
kansas State University, while, below, Donald Minister, ADEM’s Earthquake Program Coor-
dinator, addresses the Lee County Rotary Club at Marianna.
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Agency hosts new judges and coordinators

ADEM hosted the new judges and
local coordinators from around the
state for a special training/
orientation on February 28 at the
agency that is located at Camp
Robinson.

ADEM Director David Maxwell
and Deputy Director Tina Owens
opened the session with a welcome
and introductions.

Representing the Preparedness
Division of the agency, Mark
Hooker gave an overview on plan-
ning, training, exercise and the Na-
tional Incident Management System

(NIMS).

Administration Division Director
Mike Carraway followed with
breakdowns of the following:
Emergency Management Perform-
ance Grant (EMPG), Homeland Se-
curity Grant Program (HSGP) and
Mitigation.

James Ray was next with a profile
of the Federal Surplus Property
(FSP) Division, including its loca-
tion, hours of operation, and how
the division can be of service to the
counties.

ADEM Communications Division
Director Ken Gibson informed the
audience of the Arkansas Response

and Coordinator Center (ARCC), as
well as a report on the incidents that
come into the center.

Disaster Management Division
Director Scott Bass briefed on a
number of topics including the dec-
laration process, area coordinators
and the operation of the State’s
Emergency Operations Center
(SEOC). A tour of the SEOC fol-
lowed.

After lunch, a walk-through of the
agency’s Mobile Command Vehi-
cle and a short trip to FSP for a
guided tour of that facility rounded
out the day’s activities.

AEMA: An organization that wears a number of hats

Editor’s note: This is a profile of
the Arkansas Emergency Manage-
ment Association (AEMA), the
professional association for Arkan-
sas’ Emergency Management Pro-
fessionals.

The Association promotes the
efforts of communities to plan
for natural and manmade
disasters and emergencies through
improved preparedness, response,
mitigation and recovery capabil-
ities.

AEMA serves as a network for
training, education, and prepared-
ness information and professional
development and a forum for shar-
ing knowledge, ideas, processes,
lessons learned, and building part-
nerships.

The mission statement of AEMA
is as follows: “The Arkansas Emer-
gency Management Association is
dedicated to minimizing the im-
pacts of disasters on communities
and reducing the risk of loss of life
and property through educational
programs, training and prepared-
ness activities in the state of Ark-
ansas.”

AEMA Board Members include
the following:

President: Randy Pruitt, Grant
County Emergency Management
Coordinator;

President-Elect: Dennis Gilstrap,
Crawford County Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator;

Secretary: Tammie Moore, Clev-
eland County Emergency Manage-

ment Coordinator;

Treasurer: Shelia Magness, Lin-
coln Emergency Management Co-
ordinator ;

Historian: Josh Johnston, John-
son County Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator;

ADEM Representative: Scott
Bass, ADEM Disaster Manage-
ment Division Director;

Area Representatives are as foll-
ows; Central, Glen Crymes, Stone
County; Northeast, David Moore,
Craighead County; Northwest, Ro-
bert McGowen, Benton County,
Southeast, Shanda Harris, Arkan-
sas County; Southwest; board
Advisors are Ronnie Rogers, Criten
den County, and Kandy Sellers,
ADEM IA Coordinator.
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Congressman, Attorney General among ADEM visitors

ADEM is always the scene of a great
deal of activity and draws lots of visi-
tors in the process. At the right, Attor-
ney General Dustin McDaniel is
briefed on the operation from Director
Dave Maxwell who is engaged in a
similar conversation below with U.S.
Congressman Tim Griffin. The photo
at bottom right is of Baxter County
Judge Mickey Pendergrass asking
ADEM’s Jacob Sutter a question while
on a tour of the agency’s mobile com-
mand vehicle. The occasion was
ADEM’s annual orientation for new
judges and coordinators.



ADEM EMAC team deployed to New York

This group of ADEM employees, left to right, Carol Walton, Jarrod Couch, Chris Rowland and
Jodi Lee, was deployed to the state of New York on an EMAC (Emergency Management Assis-
tance Compact) assignment following Hurricane Sandy.

Arkansas Department of
Emergency Management
Building 9501

Camp Joseph T. Robinson
North Little Rock, AR 72199

Phone: 501-683-6700
Fax: 501-683-7890

E-mail: adem@adem.arkansas.gov

Keeping Arkansas Prepared
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